I, VX 39006, Major John Kevin Lloye of army Headquarters 


make oath and say; 


T am an officer of the Australian Military Forcec. 
Annexee hereto anc marked "K" is a true copy of 
an affidavit sworn by NX6€582 O2 Ashley Harry 
Yope CULLEN on 18th Jan. 1946 which I have in my 
custody in the course of my cuties, 

The original affidavit cannot be made available 
immediately as it is reavired for trials of minor 


war criminals. 


Sworn before me at !ELROURNE 


) 
) 


/s/ 3. Lioyd 


this 27 day of May, 1946. or. 
Ma jo. 


___/s/_D. Peach NX26207____Capt 
An officer or the 
Australian Military Forces. 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/37b1dc/ 


DOCUMENT No. 5260 


SUSTPALIAN #4 


Evidence taken before fr. Justice Philp at Sydney this 
eighteenth day of January i946, 


NX.68582 ”.0.11 Ashley Harry Hope CULLEN, being duly sworn 
gives the following evidence :- 


My full name ane wait is NX%68582 W011 Ashley Harry 
Hope CULLEN, of 2.3 Reserve M.T. Company, 8 Division. Hy 
home address is : 68 Qveen Street, Ashfield, N.S.W. 


I was captured in Java and was confined in Bicycle 
Camp from 1.4.42 to 8.10.42 and working camps on the Burma 
side of the Burma-Thai Railway from Nevember 1942, to 
December 1943. Fror January to March 1°44 I was at Tamarkan 
and at Saigon from April to June 1944. From September 1944 


to the capitulation I was back in Changi Camp. 


During the period August to October 1943 I was in 
charge of a detached party of 20 PO’ (10 Australian, 10 
Dutch) engaged in relaying cattle from Retpu (30 Kilo 
Camp, Rurma-Thai Railway) to 45 Xilo Camp and we were 
housed with 4 Korean guards, all of whom were privates. 

On or about 26 Septerber 1943, the Senior Guard named Pte 
YESTER informed me that I was to ensure that all purchases 
of cheroots by PO” were to be made throvgh him at a cost 
of 1 rupee 2C cents per bundle. As these cheroots were 
obtainrble from the nearby POW Camp canteen for 50 eents 
ner bundle, J refused to comply with his derand stating 

my reasons. After making threats of punishment if I per- 
sisted in non-compliance with his order, he sent me back 
to bed anc two hours jater (9100 hrs) he took me some 
distance from cur quarters ane without warning knocked me 
to the ground and jurved on me, after which he proceeded 
to kick re about the ribs anc neadc and finally to throttle 
me. Two other guards arrived in time to prevent what 
would have been my death, whereuvon he administered several 
more kicks and told me he would "finish me". He then ran 
to the camp for his rifle and after a hurrie1’ discussion 
one of the other guards took me into the jungle where he 
informed me that Pte YESTER fully intended to shoot me 

anc that he anc the other guards could not prevent it 
hapvening other than by hiding me. This guard Pte NUMARA, 
hid me in a cisused hut, and some hours later I was re- 
turned to camp. Pte NUAFPA mustered the other PW and in- 
formed them that YESTSR had fully intended to kill me, and 
warned them to avoid him whenever possible. Pte YESTHR 
refused to allow me to go to the nearby POW Hospital Camp 
for treatment until several days had elapsed, and threat- 
ened me with severe punishment if I reported the matter. 

I later reported the matter to Lieut-Col C.M, BLACK, 

213 Res .T. Coy, and I was acritted to hospital in 

spite of opposition from YESTER, who withheld my bedding 
etc. After approx three weeks in hospital undergoing 
treatment for contusions and "black outs", YESTER suc- 
cessfully deranded my return to camp and three days 

later he thrashed an Australian private named CASEY for 
not bvying cane sugar from a source which yielded YESTER 
material gain. On my intervention to stop this thrashing, 
YESTER loaded his rifle and was about to shoot Pte CASEY 
when he was disarmed by other guards who fortunately ar- 
rived on the scene. 
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Corroborative evidence may be obtained from Sgt E. 
Allen, 2/6 Fld Coy PAZ, Dvr“. Buller, 2/3 Tes N.T. COX 
ATF, Pte © r ‘TF. ané Spr #. Calewell, 2/6 Fld 


a] 


Coy F.A.% 


As a resvlt of the beatings abovt the heac I svffered 
from lapses cf memory and haliucinations for a period of 
eighteen months and yeceived treatments fer same at Changi 
Hospital frem September 1944 to January 1945. 


“hilst in charge of a detached cattle party (as 
above) I was forced early in Septemver 1943 to place a 
member of the party to guard 2 Rurmese civilian who had 
been brought to the carp by 2 Korean tuard, whose name tf 
do not know, who was in charge of 13 Kilo Camo, Burma-That 
Railway cattle party. JIF memoers of this party inf ormed 
re that the Burmese hac haen ferced to accompany them from 
a spot between PETPU and 18 Kilo Cam», where they had met 
him walking slong the road. The Rurrese was tied to a 
wooden seat by ovr quarters, anc I was informed that if he 
escaned, myseif anc the other PO? resnonsible ‘orld be 
tied in his place. The cuards then proceeded to get 

@runk and at freavent intervals curing the afternoon 

they in turn unmercifully thrashed the Burmese about the 
body with a six foot bamboo »xcle. After several hours 

of this intermittent treatrent they forced a Surrese 
civilian who was passing by, to thrash his countryman, 

and they insisted that he thrash him about the heac and 
chest in order to inflict wounds by means of the bamboo 
pole which nad now become snlit for about two feet of its 
length. “hen the Buimese wielding the pole tended to 

ease off in the beating, the guard struck him several 
times to enforce rore arastic wielding of the bambo?. 

When the Burmese was thrashed to a noint of insensibility 
anc was raw and bleeding severely from head wounds the 
guards decided to shoot him end ordered me to provide two 
PO's to assist the Burmese to a soot some 400 yards from 
the scene of the tnaracshins and to bury the body after the 
shooting. Two gvards noarec Pte KING and another private 
nared YESTER each fired a bullet into the Burmese after 
which they ordered the two POT, Pte YULSING and Pte 
VRRRAAS of the Royal Netherlands Forces to bury the 

body. Ptes VERRAAS and YULSING witnessed the shooting 

and revorted the details to me on their retyvrn to camp. 


The Burmese 1% i j ssessi fair sum of 
money which to a]: * my be * was taken by 
the Korean gvarcs. 


Corrobo ative evidence may be obtained from Sgt C. 
Walsh ane Sgt. E. Allen of 2/6 ra Coy, FAE AIF, Dvr We 
RVLTER, 2/3 Res l.T. Coy 4Ji' Spr E. Cedwell, 2/6 Fa Coy 
RAE LIF,.anc Ptcs YULSING and VERBAAS, of F.N.Fe, Javay 


The Korean guards mentioned were under the command 
of a Japanese officer, Lieut NEITO, of Retpu POW Hospital 
Camp. 


I certify that the foregoing evidence is true and correct. 


/s/ \. EB. Cullen Wort 


Taken and sworn before me at Sydney 
this eighteenth cay of January 1946 


B. Philo 
Commissioner 
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DOCUMENT N ,. 726° 


Exhibit "Kk" 


icneriment merked txhibit "K" referred to 
in ffidavit oc K39005 Nai J.K. Lloyé sworn before 
me this 27th day of May 1946 as being produced and shown 
to t the time of k swearing his said affidavit. 


An officer of 
Australian Military Forces 
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